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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The WMAA Board of Directors held six face to face 
meetings and two teleconferences during the year.  
These were well attended and productive meetings 
dealing generally with the governance and fiduciary 
matters relevant to the Association.   
 
There are two State Branch President representatives 
on the Board. The Branch elections in March saw one 
change of Director.  Also the Divisional representative 
changed at the same time.  
 
STRATEGIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The Strategic Advisory Council met twice in 2008 
(March & August). 
 
FUTURE DIRECTIONS REVIEW 
At its October meeting, the Board resolved to 
undertake a Future Directions Review.  The objects of 
the review are: 

• To review current activities of the Association 
and the future member needs 

• To develop a vision for the Association in 
2015 

• To establish a pathway to reach this vision 

A review committee was formed and has so far met 
twice producing a draft report.  A series of workshops 
is planned for 2009 to further research the issues, 
assumptions and conclusions of the Review 
Committee and to seek views from the membership 
on what the future for WMAA should be.  

CARBON POLLUTION REDUCTION SCHEME 
One of the issues currently dominating the industry is 
the Australian Government’s establishment of a 
Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme as part of an 
effective framework for meeting the climate change 
challenge. 
 
WMAA has been represented at the Industry 
Association’s Roundtable meetings, Public 
Information Sessions and the National Landfill 
Division has been working directly with the Emissions 
Reporting and Policy Branch of the Federal 
Department of Climate Change. 
 
A comprehensive account of Branch, Division and 
project activity is included in the CEO report.  
 
I would like to thank my fellow Directors for their 
support throughout this year, the CEO and staff for 
their dedicated contributions to the Association and 
all members for their ongoing commitment to the 
organisation and support of me personally. 
 
 

 

Lillias Bovell 

 

 



 

 
 

4 

CEO’S REPORT 
 
 

2008 IN REVIEW 
The Waste Management Association of Australia 
(WMAA) has continued to grow and mature during 
2008 with additional staff resources enabling us to 
set up improved systems and to provide further 
complementary support for, and input to, Branch, 
Division and Working Group activities and projects. 
 
BRANCHES 
The six State Branches have been very active this 
year undertaking numerous seminars, workshops 
and other activities.  
 
The Qld branch discontinued the services of their 
part-time Executive Officer during 2008 due to lack 
of funds.  
 
WORKING GROUPS 
There are now 39 active state-based Working Groups 
operating across the country, up from 34 in 2007. 
 
DIVISIONS 
Seven National Divisions (Carbon, Compost Australia, 
Energy from Waste, Biohazard Waste [Clinical Waste], 
Landfill, Education and Construction and Demolition) 
continue to be extremely active. The Carbon 
Committee was newly formed in 2008. (see separate 
National Division reports).  National Divisions were 
allocated project funding in the following breakdown, 
Landfill $48,000, Biohazard Waste $20,000, 
Construction & Demolition $7,500, Education 
$2,000 & Carbon $40,000. 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
The WMAA partnership with Griffith University in Qld 
to promote member uptake of postgraduate studies 
in Waste Management is still active.  The WMAA Safe 
Working near Exposed Live Parts Electrical Safety 
Training Package for waste industry drivers for 
Queensland has been adapted for use in Victoria, 
South Australia, NSW and Western Australia. 
 
WMAA has also developed a Waste and Resource 
Recovery Educators course which has been delivered 
in Victoria and is currently being adapted for South 
Australia with a view to being national. 
 
WMAA CONFERENCES 
2008 saw WMAA run several very successful 
Conferences: 
 
• Enviro 08 (May 5 – 7, Melbourne) — WMAA and 

the Australian Water Association (AWA) jointly ran 
and managed the Enviro 08 Conference this year 
attracting 1,000 delegates and 170 Exhibitors. 
 

• A Climate for Change Conference & Expo (30 
July – 1 August, Adelaide) attracted 210 
delegates and 15 exhibitors 

 
• NSW Waste Management Conference & Expo 

(16 – 18 September, Sydney) attracted 160 
delegates and 19 exhibitors 

 
• The WA Waste and Recycle Conference, which is 

not run by WMAA, but in which WMAA has a one 
third interest , attracted approximately 400 
delegates 

 
INSIDE WASTE 
The Inside Waste Magazine, incorporating Inside 
WMAA, went into circulation in May 2004 and has 
quickly grown to an audited circulation figure of 8000 
and remains one of the highest valued benefits of 
membership.  
 
THE INTERNATIONAL SOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION 
(ISWA) 
The WMAA has continued to maintain strong links 
with ISWA. Both the President and CEO attended the 
ISWA World Congress in Singapore in 2008. A large 
delegation of WMAA members also presented and 
attended. The CEO attended the annual Regional 
Development Network (RDN) meeting to develop 
alliances and share information and technology with 
the other ISWA member countries in our region.  
These include Singapore, New Zealand, Malaysia, 
South Korea, India, China and Taiwan. 
 
The ISWA Working Group on Landfill engaged WMAA 
to run the “From Open Dumps to Sanitary Landfill” 
workshop prior to the ISWA/WMRAS Congress in 
Singapore in November.  The Workshop attracted 
more than 50 delegates from 20 countries and 
provided delegates with a great opportunity to share 
information as well as creating new networks in the 
region.  
 
MAJOR PROJECTS 
ADVANCING THE RECYCLED ORGANICS INDUSTRY 
The Compost Australia Division of WMAA, has 
developed the Advancing the Recycled Organics 
Industry Program for organic recyclers, governments 
and affiliated business to invest in a cooperative 
program of industry development. The program’s 
objective is to increase the use of recycled organics 
products and related services at a profit. Currently 57 
organic recyclers from around Australia, including 
some local governments who process and sell their 
own material have joined the program.  
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Three year industry action plans have been 
developed with actions in the areas of Market 
Development, Research and Development and 
Communications.  
 
WMAA, in partnership with SAI Global, have set up a 
program which will allow the industry to cooperatively 
market certified compost products under a joint 
branding scheme.  Market and Industry Development 
officers are now in place in four states, WA, NSW, VIC 
and SA.  
 
A-ACAP—Australian Alternate Covers Assessment 
Program 
The WMAA’s Australian Alternative Covers 
Assessment Program (A-ACAP) is a $4 million 
research program funded by the Australian Research 
Council, 6 universities and 40 Australian waste 
industry sponsors. It is comparing the cost-
effectiveness of landfill “phytocaps” and compacted 
clay covers in 5 Australian states and will determine 
if Phyto caps can meet EPA performance criteria 
more cost effectively than conventional caps in 
Australian conditions.  The research is led by the 
University of Melbourne. It involves 3 PhD students 
and researchers from 5 other universities. If the 
project produces a positive result it is likely to change 
the nature of landfill capping in Australia, with 
significant economic and environmental benefits. 
This project was due to be completed in 2010 but will 
now run over to 2011 due to some unavoidable 
delays. 
 
AWTDORF—Contamination Guidelines for Organics 
Derived from AWT Processes 
The AWT DORF (AWT Derived Organic Rich Fractions) 
Working Group was established as a joint working 
group between Compost NSW and the NSW AWT 
Working Group to act as a consultation forum with 
the NSW DECC to review and make 
recommendations for the environmentally 
appropriate land application of MBT organics in 
Australia.  
 
The study has three stages. The first two are now 
complete with Stage 3 in process. 
• Stage 1.  Benchmark current status in Australia 

and overseas and identify possible contaminants 
of concern. 

• Stage 2. Scientific evaluation of the potential 
chemical contaminants. 

• Stage 3. Consider aesthetic acceptability of 
physical contamination in various markets and 
applications.  

OTHER 2008 WMAA PROJECTS 
Additional projects and activities to the value of 
$230,000 were approved in 2008. $145,000 were 
finalised in 2008 with $85,000 being carried over 
into 2009 for projects not completed. A summary of 
these projects is below: 
 

• Young Professionals — Professional 
Development Seminar and Conference 
Scholarship 

• Best Practice Guidelines for Metal Recycling 
Facilities 

• Asbestos Management Guideline for the 
Construction and Demolition Industry Waste 
Recycling Facilitites 

• Bioreacting Landfill Review of Technology 
• National Landfill Survey — Development of 

Online Component 
• Preferred Practice Guidelines for Waste & 

Resource Recovery  Education 
• Clinical Waste Education project 
• AWD feasability Study 
• National Recycled Organics Survey 
• NSW C & D Survey 

 
 

 

Val Southam 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 

During the year ended 31 December 2008, the 
Waste Management Association of Australia 
generated an operating profit of $13,069. Gross 
revenue generated by WMAA in 2008 was 
$1,776,127 ($1.65m – 2007).  
 
The Enviro Convention, an event occurring every 
second year was held in May 2008. This is reflected 
in the financial statements through increased 
revenue from conferences of $342,000.  Revenue 
from other WMAA events reduced by $296,000 over 
the previous year. 
 
There was an increase in membership revenue of 
10% (41k) from 2007 due to increases in 
membership rates and an increased number of Small 
Business and State Corporate Members. 
 
Expenditure for 2008 was $1.763m ($1.683m – 
2007). In line with WMAA policy, expenditure for the 
year was increased, particularly in project 
expenditure, to fall in line with the available 
revenues.  
 

The Operating Profit for the year was $13,069 
(Deficit $31,738 – 2007). As at 31 December 2007, 
the net assets of WMAA were $976,347 ($963,278 
– 2007), with $1,335,647 held in cash at bank and 
on deposit. The cash balance includes an amount of 
$175,000 that is committed to the A-ACAP project.  
 
WMAA wishes to thank the branches and members 
for assisting in the adherence to the corporate 
policies and administrative policies during the year. It 
is through these policies that the organisation is able 
to continue to provide to its members good fiscal 
management. It is hoped that these procedures are 
well accepted by the members. 
 
 

 

John Hassett  
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Biohazard Waste Industry 

 
 

The Biohazard Waste Industry (BWI) Group was 
originally formed as the Australia and New Zealand 
Clinical Waste Management Industry Group in 1995 
and formally became a division of WMAA in 2006.  
BWI represents the majority of companies involved in 
the transport and treatment of clinical and 
biohazardous wastes across Australia and New 
Zealand.  BWI also has approximately [60] associate 
members, who are representatives of major 
generators of biohazard waste such as hospitals and 
health care facilities. BWI is unique within WMAA in 
that it is a national division although due to its size 
does not operate at the individual state level and as 
noted it also has New Zealand members. 
 
BWI was originally formed to address inconsistencies 
across the various jurisdictions with regard to 
primarily clinical waste management.  Following 
refocusing of the group in 2008 it has endeavoured 
to broaden its membership and focus to include all 
aspects of biohazard waste management. n 
particular in 2008 the group began a process to 
formally engage regulators and government to 
highlight the issue of inappropriate disposal of 
biohazard waste.  The focus of this work is to raise 
awareness of the issue within the healthcare sector 
(traditional generators of biohazard waste), but also 
to highlight the growth of biohazard waste being 
generated outside traditional areas, and its impact 
on other waste streams.  
 
Biohazardous waste is generated from a wide range 
of facilities/activities including; hospitals; nursing 
homes; doctors; dentists; veterinarians; pathologists; 
body piercing facilities; emergency services; home 
healthcare; commercial buildings and workplaces 
(eg. first aid waste); sharps from public areas; needle 
exchange programs; universities; blood banks; 
mortuary; crime/trauma scene remediation and other 
similar practices.  It also includes commercial 
practices/activities that manage what would be 
considered biohazardous waste. 
 

There is generally a lack of understanding, and a lack 
of regulation regarding the handling, treatment and 
disposal of biohazardous waste, outside of the 
healthcare sector, and this means that biohazard 
waste is increasingly finding its way into the general 
waste stream, with associated risks. Over the coming 
year BWI will be engaging with all stakeholders, 
including other divisions of WMAA that are directly or 
indirectly affected by the issues, in an effort to 
influence improved regulation and management of 
the problem at both a state and national level. 
 
Other points of interest: 

• BWI has been active in the review of the key 
Australian or Australia/New Zealand 
standards which impact its industry, these 
being AS 3816 Management of Clinical and 
Related Wastes and AS 4031 and AS/NZS 
4261 Reusable and Non-reusable Sharps 
Containers. Review of these standards has 
been repeatedly delayed and it is now 
expected that the Management of Clinical 
and Related Wastes will be complete in 
2009 with the Sharps standards likely 
delayed until late 2009 or 2010. 
 

• It is with sadness that we noted the passing 
of Pam Keating in an accident on 26 January 
2009. Pam was one of the founders of the 
BWI group and her drive and passion for the 
industry were instrumental in establishing 
our industry body and developing a code of 
practice which has been a driver for raising 
the standards of biohazard waste 
management in Australia and New Zealand. 
Pam was well known to many members of 
WMAA and will be greatly missed within our 
group and beyond.  

 
Lincoln Falconer 
Chair
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Carbon Committee 

 
 

2008 was a big year for the National Carbon 
Committee. 
 
With over 60 members and a working group, the 
Carbon Committee was very engaged in the 
Government’s Green and White Papers and the 
Garnaut Inquiry. 
 
The Committee has also been instrumental at the 
national level in trying to find consensus positions 
across the many and varied interests of the WMAA. 
 
In particular, the National Carbon Committees have 
generally advocated: 
 
o Inclusion of waste in the CPRS 
o Commencement in 2010 
o Exclusion of legacy waste (as it is retrospective) 
o Capture of legacy emissions via mandated gas 

capture 
 
Where there has not been agreement is on how to 
estimate emissions from operating landfills. Some in 
the sector believe that the First Order Decay Model 
can be optimised to the point where it can estimate 
fugitive emissions from landfill. Others believe that a 
weighbridge proxy (taken to reflect tonnes and type 
of waste over the weighbridge of a landfill) is a 
simpler and more cost effective approach. 
 

Both have been put to government with the NGERS 
team preferring the former as it is consistent with the 
broad methodology of the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC methods).  
 
The key outstanding issues in the Climate Change 
and CPRS debate include: 
 
o Ensuring the FODM can be fairly applied 
o The so called “proximity” rule and competition 

effects 
o Legacy waste and the 2018 emissions liability 

“holiday” 
o Definition and start date of legacy emissions 
o Existing AGO approved projects such as SMRC 

and their loss of “credits”. 
o Complimentary measures as they might apply to 

recycling, compost and biochar to name a few 
o Complimentary measures and mandated gas 

capture from closed landfills 
 
These will no doubt get a hearing in the CPRS House 
of Representatives and Senate Inquiries into the 
CPRS which are currently underway. 
 
Mike Rtichie 
Chair 
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Compost Australia 

 
 

Membership 
During 2008 Compost Australia and the state 
working groups moved to a single individual 
membership fee cover both division and working 
group membership. Effectively all members of 
Compost Australia are now members of their state 
working group and vice versa. This approach 
simplifies voting and representation across the 
working groups and division. 
 
During 2008 the group also introduced business 
membership and premium business membership 
categories to underwrite a multi-state Recycled 
Organics Industry Development program. Business 
members receive varying membership benefits 
depending of the size of their membership fee. 
 
Membership of the compost groups within WMAA is 
described in the table below. 
 

Membership Type Number 
Individual 189 
Small Business 14 
Standard Business 10 
Bronze Business 5 
Silver Business 2 
Gold Business 2 

 
Representation 
The Compost Australia Committee is drawn from 3-4 
representatives from five state working groups. 
Currently these representatives are the Chair, Deputy 
Chair, Finance Officer and Secretary of each working 
group. One national Annual Members Meeting (AMM) 
was held for all groups in November 2008 in Orange, 
NSW. From 2010 the compost groups will align with 
WMAA election process. 
 
Advancing the Recycled Organics Industry (AROI) 
Early in 2008 Compost Australia published 3 year 
Action Plans for the Recycled Organics Industry in the 
areas of communications, market development and 
coordination of R&D. These documents are based on 
extensive consultation with the industry over a 
number of years and build upon the Compost Supply 
Chain Roadmap. These plans are available on the 
WMAA website and have been widely distributed in 
hard copy to members of the industry. 
 
 
 
 

The AROI Action Plans are closely linked to the 
membership benefits designed for the Compost 
Australia Business Members. 
 
Market and Industry Development Officers (MIDO) 
are now employed in four of the five mainland states. 
Only the NSW MIDO is employed directly by WMAA. A 
National Project Manager continues to works (3 days 
per week) to better coordinate the MIDO activities 
and run projects best delivered at a national level. 
Should the AROI program expand the NPM will return 
to working full-time. 
 
Standards 
CA has actively pursued the review of AS4454 
(Compost, Soil Conditioners and Mulches) and has 
recently been successful in commencing the formal 
Standards Australia review process. Garry Kimble is 
acting as project manager on this project and Tony 
Emery has chaired the working group undertaking the 
industry led review. Tony Emery has now been 
formally appointed as chair of the CS-037 committee 
that will make the final decision on changes to 
AS4454. 
 
Compost Australia has also completed the first 
‘Process for Recycled Organic Product Development’ 
and ‘Template for Presenting Product Information’ as 
an extension to the existing AS4454. Along with 
AS4454, the Process and Template documents are 
the fundamental tools supporting the Certified 
Compost scheme, an updated product certification 
scheme for the Recycled Organics Industry. 
 
Compost Australia (and WMAA) is also represented by 
Dr Harrie Hofstede on the Australian Standards 
committee reviewing the standard for degradable 
plastics. 
 
Other Projects 
Compost Australia worked closely with the Centre for 
Organic Resource Enterprises (CORE) to promote 
International Composting Awareness Week (ICAW) 
around Australia. In 2008 approximately $80,000 
was raised in direct sponsorship from government 
and private sources with considerably more volunteer 
time contributed to setting up and running events 
around the country. CORE raised the profile of ICAW 
through the media including a feature on ABC’s 
Landline program. 
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The second annual Compost Ball and Leadership 
Awards were held at Eden Garden Centre (Sydney) 
during ICAW (May 2008) with approximately 140 in 
attendance. A smaller awards ceremony, for the 
Victorian Industry, was also held in Melbourne. 
 
Compost Australia continued its (contractual) 
relationship with the Recycled Organics Unit (UNSW) 
who undertakes the National Processor Survey 
annually to gather key information on the amount of 
material being recycled nationally. This project is 
currently funded entirely from contributions made by 
state government agencies. In 2009 private 
sponsorship will be sought to expand and promote 
the aggregated results of the survey. 

Early in 2009 Compost Australia has initiated a 
project with Fertcare, a government funded program 
managed by associations representing the fertilizer 
manufacturing and spreading industry. Fertcare is a 
training and accreditation program for people who 
handle, spread and provide advice relating to 
fertilizers. Fertcare is seeking advice from the 
Recycled Organics industry to include in their 
program, which will help bring recycled organic 
products into the mainstream, particularly as a farm 
input. 
 
Peter Wadewitz 
Chair
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Construction & Demolition 

 
 

1. National Committee Representation 
Bob Andrews (ARRB - SA) Chair 
Patrick Navin (GHD) Qld 
Kerry Whitehead (Sustainable Resource Centre, 
Fairfield C.C.) NSW 
Chris Cox (Delta Recycling) Vic 
Mike Haywood (Resourceco) SA 
Adrian Lester (C&D Recycling) WA 
 
2. Meetings 
Two formal meetings were held in Melbourne 
(February) and Adelaide (April), the main items for 
discussion being: 
  
(a) Develop a strategic direction of the C&D Division 
(b) Address the issue of new asbestos contaminant 

legislation 
(c) Develop the WMAA website to provide access to 

information on C&D products and set industry 
standards. 

 
3. Strategic Direction  
GOAL 1 - Towards “seamless acceptance” of fit for 
purpose engineering materials for use in road 
pavements and engineered fills by  

• Improving market awareness of the technical 
capabilities of using recycled materials in 
road pavements. 

• Provide guidance in the application of 
recycled materials to specific conditions 

• Detailing environmental benefits associated 
with their use including reductions in 
greenhouse emissions 

• Provide performance assurance in the use of 
recycled materials in road pavements 

 
GOAL 2 - To improve the operational performance of 
the industry through 

• Development of a “code of best practice  for 
waste processing in the construction and 
demolition industries” 

• Develop a third party accreditation system 
for the operational performance of the 
industry 

• ISO Quality accreditation of industry products 
• Provide guidelines for asbestos and 

contaminant control 
 
GOAL 3 Provide an information reference and 
retrieval facility of national and international 
developments 

• Create an adjunct C&D Division website to 
the WMAA website to include a library 

reference to national and international 
conference papers reports etc 

• Develop technical notes on use of recycled 
materials 

• Provide access to product specifications and 
standards 

• Specific work practices associated with 
recycled pavement materials including OH&S 
issues 

 
4. Progress  
Asbestos 
A contract was awarded to GHD to develop a National 
Industry Guideline for the management of asbestos 
contamination. A first draft report received in October 
2008 with a final draft submitted in February 2009.  
 
Website 
Both the Guideline to Good Practice and the 
Guideline to Management of Asbestos Contamination 
have been placed on the WMAA C&D website. Further 
information and publications will be added during 
2009 to provide information access for all members. 
Items include a paper on a demonstration road 
project undertaken by the City of Canning in WA, and 
presentations from workshops held in WA and SA. 
 
Industry Accreditation 
The group considers industry accreditation (third 
party) essential in gaining the confidence of its 
customer base as well as maintaining high standards 
within the industry. Initial considerations are being 
made through a joint Zero Waste SA, Resourceco and 
Adelaide Resource Recovery two year marketing 
project awarded to ARRB in June 2008.  
 
Greenhouse Emissions 
The committee has considered instigating a study of 
greenhouse emissions centered on the industry 
based upon a pilot study conducted by RCMG 
Consulting. 
 
 Attendance Workshops & Conferences 
Various members of the committee represented the 
Association by attendance or presenting at 
conferences and workshops during the year viz 
Waste & Recycle Conference WA (Sept), WALGA 
workshop (Dec), Enviro 08 (May), ARRB conference 
(August).      
 
Bob Andrews 
Chair
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Energy from Waste 

 
 

In June 2008 the Energy from Waste Division held an 
“Ideas and Initiatives” workshop in Sydney to review 
events and issues from the previous 12 months, and 
identify areas for review in the future.  A follow up 
meeting due in September did not occur due to lack 
of attendance. 
 
There was a change in office-bearers in the division 
in 2008.  In September Mark Glover stepped down 
as Chair of the division, ending a lengthy role in the 
position from its inception in 2001.  The 
establishment of the Energy from Waste Division 
owes much to Mark’s enthusiasm and efforts, and we 
thank him for his contribution and achievements 
(especially development of the 2003-2005 
Sustainability Guide). 
 
The new committee members took office in October 
and are as follows: 
 
 Chair – Christine Wardle 
 Deputy Chair – Gary Brown 
 Secretary – Patricia Chamberlain 
 Finance Officer – Ron Wainberg 

 

An electronic survey of the EfW division members 
was carried out in December 2008 seeking 
members’ input into planning for the 2009 program, 
including their preferences for exchange of 
information and seminars/conferences.  The survey 
also called for expressions of interest from members 
for establishing EfW working groups in states without 
current representation and/or re-invigorating 
previously established groups. 
 
Consequently a web library for information and 
reports on energy from waste issues has been 
established on the WMAA website and will be 
expanded on in 2009.  Other ideas from the member 
survey are being incorporated into 2009 activities. 
 
Christine Wardle 
Chair 
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Landfill 

 
 

The National Landfill Division (NLD) enjoyed a 
successful year.  This included: 

• Hosting a series of well attended breakfast 
meetings with international researcher 
Professor Morton Barlaz 

• Completing and distribution a ‘Bioreactor 
Landfill’ discussion paper 

• Working closely with the Federal Department 
of Climate Change (DCC) Reporting Division 
on their revision of the NGERs determination 

• Developing a revised ‘Method 2’ for the 
NGERs determination 

• Preparing for our next biennial conference 
which will be held in Hobart, 26 – 28 August 
2009 

 
The NLD has been successful due to the support of 
the state working group chairs: 
 
 Queensland Mal Jones 
 NSW  Shaun Rainford 
 Victoria  Martin Aylward 
 SA  Paul Lightbody 
 WA  Adam Johnson 
 Tasmania Joe Duncan 
 
and secretary Andrew Kosciuszko 
 

In addition to the assistance given to me by the 
national committee I must also thank Sam Bateman 
for organizing the Barlaz tour, Adam Johnson for 
finalized the bioreactor landfill paper, Colm Molloy 
and Jeremy Joseph for their work on NGERs and Joe 
Duncan for taking on the chair role for the Hobart 
Conference. 
 
2008 was also a positive year for the Division with a 
contribution being made to the Association 
 
Revenue $24,207 
Expenses $14,927 (Cost of Sales + Expenses) 
Surplus  $9,280 

 
Finally, I must thank all of the WMAA staff (especially 
Veronica, Lisa and Lyndal) for their assistance during 
the year. 
 
Max Spedding 
Chair 
 
DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR 
“Operating in a Carbon Constrained Enviornment” 
National Landfill & Transfer Stations Conference 
26 – 28 August 2009, Hobart 
www.landfill.com.au
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WMAA NATIONAL DIVISIONS 
Waste Educators 

 
 

During 2008 the National Waste Education Division’s 
long term objective was to increase it’s presence 
within the WMAA in order to make members aware 
that education plays an important role in behaviour 
change.  Each State and Territory representative has 
and will, both individually and as a group, continue to 
work towards realising this objective as it is not 
something that will occur within a few months, but 
rather a few years.  
 
This objective was established during a face-to-face 
meeting, held in South Australia in February 2008. 
Additionally the Division held bi-monthly 
teleconferences throughout the year to discuss waste 
education developments in each state and the 
progress of the division as a whole.  
 
The Division has represented the WMAA in 
discussions with the Australian Association of 
Environmental Education, The Australian Water 
Association and the Marine Education Studies 
Authority which focused on the possibility of 
developing sustainability education courses and/or 
training and accreditation programs specifically 
relating to the four organisations.  A letter of 
agreement between the associations has been 
signed and the process of seeking funding to engage 
a professional to develop a framework for moving 
forward has begun. 
 
The following feedback on the WMAA Policy 
Statement was provided by the division.  
 

The group recommends that within 
‘Directions’, point eight be modified to 
read: 
 
WMAA supports continuing education of 
the community and stakeholders on the 
issues and policy decisions surrounding 
waste management, waste minimisation 
and resource recovery. 

Through the National Waste Educators 
Division, WMAA Supports; 
 
 The provision of knowledge, 

information and networking 
opportunities for waste educators 

 Recognising and helping to meet the 
professional development needs of 
waste educators 

 Raising the profile of waste 
education across Australia as an 
agent of change 

 Raising the profile of waste 
education as a profession 

 Working towards the inclusion of 
waste education into state/territory 
strategic plans and policies 

 
A case study template for organisations/individuals 
to complete was developed and put forth for 
consideration by other state members. Template 
modifications occurred during the year with 
finalisation to occur in 2009. Once finalised it is 
anticipated that the template will be accessible for 
any member to complete via the WMAA website. 
Once completed the template will be forwarded to 
the nominated state representative for approval 
before forwarding to the WMAA for upload.  
 
The Waste Educators National Division contains 
representatives from all states and the ACT; the state 
working groups like the division are healthy and 
vibrant. The National Division is now represented by 
Renae Crosthwaite (QLD) Chair, Vanessa Whelan 
(ACT) Secretary, David D’Arcy-Burke (WA) Treasurer, 
Pat Armstrong (VIC) Simon Cunningham (SA), and 
Shaun Cousins (TAS).  
 
Renae Crossthwaite 
Chair
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